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5JĊ�BOZ�%BXF�JT�B�$BOBEJBO�XPNBO�JO�
IFS�UIJSUJFT�XIP�IBT�IBE�B�IPNF�PG�IFS�
PXO�XJUIJO�UIF�3PVHFNPVOU�IPVTJOH�
DP�PQFSBUJWF�GPS�UIF�QBTU����ZFBST��4IF�

JT�BO�BSUJTU�XIP�XPSLT�JO�OBUVSBM�XBUFSDPMPVST�BOE�
JODSFBTJOHMZ�JO�WJWJE�MJWFMZ�BDSZMJDT�PO�MBSHFS�BOE�
MBSHFS�DBOWBTFT��4IF�JT�B�MPOH�UJNF�FOWJSPONFOUBMJTU�
BT�IFBE�PG�UIF�#VUUFSn�Z�(BSEFO�JO�UIF�3PVHF�
7BMMFZ�IPNF�PG�UIF�MBSHFTU�VSCBO�QBSL�JO�/PSUI�
"NFSJDB��5JĊ�BOZ�BMTP�WPMVOUFFST�XJUI�UIF�MPDBM�
QJPOFFS�NVTFVN�TJUT�PO�UIF�MPDBM�BSU�HVJME�JT�BO�
BDUJWF�DIVSDI�NFNCFS�BOE�TVQQPSUFS�PG�IFS�DIVSDI�
DIPJS��
"U�3PVHFNPVOU�5JĊ�BOZ�JT�LOPXO�BT�B�HSFBU�IPTU�
UP�NBOZ�QBSUJFT�FWFOUT�BOE�HBUIFSJOHT��"MPOH�
XJUI�PUIFS�DP�PQFSBUJWF�NFNCFST�TIF�VQIPMET�
3PVHFNPVOU�T�USBEJUJPO�PG�CFJOH�HPPE�OFJHICPVST�
UP�POF�BOPUIFS�UIFSFCZ�DSFBUJOH�BO�JOUFOUJPOBM�
DPNNVOJUZ�PG�QPTTJCJMJUZ�BOE�XFMDPNF��5JĊ�BOZ�IBT�
PGUFO�CVU�OPU�BMXBZT�TIBSFE�IFS�CSJHIU�TQBDJPVT�
UISFF�CFESPPN�BQBSUNFOU�XJUI�B�SPPN�NBUF�
o�UZQJDBMMZ�B�ZPVOH�XPSLJOH�XPNBO�PG�IFS�PXO�BHF�
XIP�QBZT�IFS�TIBSF�PG�UIF�SFOU�BOE�TIBSFT�UJNF�BOE�

TQBDF�XJUI�5JĊ�BOZ�JO�OBUVSBM�BOE�VOQBJE�XBZT��
5JĊ�BOZ�HSBDJPVTMZ�FNCSBDFT�UIF�TVQQPSU�PG�IFS�
QBSFOUT�EFBS�GSJFOET�BOE�PUIFST�JO�QBJE�BOE�VOQBJE�
SPMFT�UP�IFMQ�IFS�CVJME�BOE�NBJOUBJO�B�IPNF�UIBU�
SFn�FDUT�IFS�USVFTU�OBUVSF�BOE�JT�B�TUFQQJOH�TUPOF�UP�
UIF�SFTU�PG�IFS�MJGF��ɩ� JT�TVQQPSU�MPPLT�OBUVSBM�BOE�
DPNGPSUBCMF�BOE�ZFU�JT�JOUSJDBUFMZ�QMBOOFE�UP�FOTVSF�
UIBU�5JĊ�BOZ�JT�TBGF�XFMM�BOE�BDUJWFMZ�JOWPMWFE�JO�IFS�
MJGF��
5JĊ�BOZ�JT�B�XPNBO�XIP�EPFT�OPU�TQFBL�BOE�
SFRVJSFT�B�TJHOJm�DBOU�BNPVOU�PG�UIPVHIUGVM�BOE�
TFOTJUJWF�TVQQPSU�GPS�BMNPTU�BMM�BTQFDUT�PG�IFS�
QFSTPOBM�HSPPNJOH�IFS�EJBCFUFT�BOE�PUIFS�IFBMUI�
SFMBUFE�DBSF�UIF�QMBOOJOH�PG�IFS�EBZ�NPWJOH�BSPVOE�
IFS�DPNNVOJUZ�DPOUBDU�XJUI�PUIFST�BOE�BMM�PG�IFS�
IPVTFIPME�NBOBHFNFOU��*O�HFUUJOH�UP�LOPX�5JĊ�BOZ�
CPUI�QBJE�BOE�VOQBJE�BTTJTUBOUT�BOE�TVQQPSU�QFPQMF�
DPNF�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�IPX�TIF�DPNNVOJDBUFT�BOE�
UIFSFCZ�EJSFDUT�IFS�PXO�TVQQPSU�JO�NBOZ�XBZT�
5JĊ�BOZ�BOE�IFS�GBNJMZ�BSF�POF�PG�TFWFO�GBNJMJFT�
UIBU�GPSN�%FPIBFLP�4VQQPSU�/FUXPSL�B�GBNJMZ�
HPWFSOFE�JOEJWJEVBMJ[FE�BOE�TVQQPSUJWF�OFUXPSL�
JO�1JDLFSJOH�0OUBSJP��ɩ� F�GBNJMJFT�JOJUJBMMZ�DBNF�

A home of her own
by Linda Dawe with Janet Klees

Linda Dawe is Tiffany’s mother and Janet Klees has been 

coordinator with the family-governed Deohaeko Support Network 

for the past 15 years and has been deeply affected by the lives 

of the people that she has come to know. Janet is the author of 

two books which are directly rooted in the Deohaeko experience, 

(“We Come Bearing Gifts; Our Presence has Roots”) as well as 

numerous other reports, documents, tools, and writings. Janet 

also works closely with other Scarborough, Ontario families, and 

several family groups and projects across Durham Region. All of 

Janet’s work focuses on individually-designed arrangements and 

she is especially concerned that families are well-supported to 

think through practical, principled ways to ensure that their family 

members live meaningful, involved and secure lives within their 

communities. Her work is rooted in a social role valorization frame 

work and she is involved with valued-based initiatives, writing, and 

training across the GTA, Ontario, throughout Canada, and internationally as well. 

Email: janet@legacies.ca

Tiffany Dawe 
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UPHFUIFS�BCPVU�
UXFOUZ�ZFBST�BHP�
UP�UIJOL�BCPVU�
IPX�BOE�XIFSF�
UIFJS�BEVMU�TPOT�
BOE�EBVHIUFST�
XJUI�EJTBCJMJUJFT�
XPVME�MJWF�JO�
UIF�GVUVSF��4JODF�
UIBU�UJNF�UIFZ�
EFTJHOFE�BOE�
IBE�CVJMU�B�����
VOJU�IPVTJOH�
DP�PQFSBUJWF�
UIBU�JT�OPX�
IPNF�UP�BCPVU�
����PSEJOBSZ�
QFPQMF�MPPLJOH�
GPS�IPVTJOH�
JO�UIF�SFHJPO��.PTU�CVU�OPU�BMM�PG�UIF�TFWFO�
JOEJWJEVBMT�XIP�SFDFJWF�TVQQPSU�IBWF�DIPTFO�UP�DBMM�
UIJT�DP�PQFSBUJWF�IPNF��ɩF�GBNJMJFT�GPSN�B�UJHIU�
TVQQPSUJWF�BOE�UIPVHIUGVM�VOJU�BT�UIFZ�DPOUJOVF�
UP�QMBO�BOE�mHVSF�PVU�CPUI�EBZ�UP�EBZ�MJGF�BOE�
UIF�GVUVSF�GPS�BOE�XJUI�UIFJS�TPOT�BOE�EBVHIUFST�
BOE�FBDI�PG�UIFJS�DJSDMFT�PS�OFUXPSLT��"U�UIF�TBNF�
UJNF�UIF�TFWFO�JOEJWJEVBMT�MJWF�WFSZ�TFQBSBUF�BOE�
VOJRVF�MJWFT�o�FBDI�XJUI�IPNFT�PG�UIFJS�PXO�UIFJS�
PXO�TFQBSBUF�TVQQPSU�GVOEJOH�WBSJPVT�TVQQPSU�
BSSBOHFNFOUT�BOE�B�WBSJFUZ�PG�XBZT�UIBU�UIFZ�
DIPPTF�UP�CF�DPOOFDUFE�XJUI�UIFJS�OFJHICPVST�BOE�
HSFBUFS�DPNNVOJUZ��
-JOEB�5JĊBOZ�T�NPUIFS�JT�B�UIPVHIUGVM�XPNBO�XIP�
NBJOUBJOT�UIF�WJTJPO�PG�B�HPPE�MJGF�GPS�BOE�XJUI�
5JĊBOZ��4IF�IBT�NBOZ�XJTF�BOE�JOTJHIUGVM�UIPVHIUT�
UP�TIBSF�BCPVU�UIF�JNQBDU�PG�IPX�IPNF�BOE�TVQQPSU�
XPSL�GPS�5JĊBOZ�BOE�UIPTF�BSPVOE�IFS�

What does Tiffany’s home and  
lifestyle mean for her? 
*�UIJOL�5JĊBOZ�T�IPNF�NFBOT�TFWFSBM�WFSZ�
JNQPSUBOU�UIJOHT��'JSTU�PG�BMM�B�IPNF�PG�IFS�PXO�
NFBOT�PXOFSTIJQ�GPS�5JĊBOZ�BOE�UIJT�IBT�B�SJQQMF�
FĊFDU�JO�IFS�MJGF��8IFO�QFPQMF�IBWF�UIFJS�PXO�
IPNF�JU�FOIBODFT�UIFJS�DPNQFUFODZ�BOE�UIFJS�
DPOmEFODF��ɩJT�JT�WFSZ�FWJEFOU�GPS�5JĊBOZ�o�QFPQMF�
TFF�IFS�BT�NPSF�DPNQFUFOU�BOE�TIF�IBT�HSPXO�
JO�IFS�DPOmEFODF�BT�TIF�SFDFJWFT�BOE�XFMDPNFT�
GSJFOET�HVFTUT�BOE�WJTJUPST�JOUP�IFS�IPNF��
4FDPOEMZ�IBWJOH�B�IPNF�PG�IFS�PXO�BMMPXT�5JĊBOZ�
UP�MJWF�IFS�PXO�MJGF�NPSF�GVMMZ��4IF�MPWFT�QFPQMF�UP�
DPNF�JOUP�IFS�IPNF�IFS�TQBDF��)BWJOH�IFS�PXO�
QMBDF�BMMPXT�UIJT�UP�IBQQFO��*U�DBOOPU�IBQQFO�JO�

B�HSPVQ�IPNF�JO�IFS�
QBSFOU�T�IPNF�PS�FWFO�JO�
B�TIBSFE�BSSBOHFNFOU�CVU�
JU�DBO�IBQQFO�JO�B�IPNF�
UIBU�JT�GVMMZ�IFST��4IF�DBO�
JOWJUF�BOE�FOUFSUBJO�BOE�
DFMFCSBUF�BOE�XFMDPNF�BT�
NVDI�PS�BT�MJUUMF�BT�TIF�
MJLFT��1FPQMF�DBO�U�SFBMMZ�
JOUFSGFSF�XJUI�UIBU��
"OPUIFS�UIJOH�JT�UIBU�
5JĊBOZ�IBT�IFS�PXO�
CFMPOHJOHT�BSPVOE�IFS�
BOE�IFS�IPNF�JT�USVMZ�
IFST��ɩBU�T�IVHF��8IFO�
ZPV�MJWF�TPNF�QMBDF�BOE�
UIF�UIJOHT�BSPVOE�BSF�OPU�
SFBMMZ�ZPVST�ZPV�GFFM�TPNF�

SFTUSJDUJPOT�PO�VTJOH�JU�o�FWFO�JG�JU�JT�MJWJOH�XJUI�
GBNJMZ�PS�TPNFPOF�PG�ZPVS�DIPJDF��'PS�5JĊBOZ�SJHIU�
OPX�JU�BMM�CFMPOHT�UP�IFS�BOE�TIF�EFDJEFT�XIFSF�UP�
QVU�UIJOHT�BOE�XIBU�UP�IBWF�BSPVOE�IFS�
-JWJOH�BT�TIF�EPFT�HJWFT�5JĊBOZ�BMM�LJOET�PG�
GSFFEPNT�TIF�XPVME�OPU�PUIFSXJTF�IBWF��4IF�DBO�
EFDJEF�UP�EP�TPNFUIJOH�PS�UP�EP�OPUIJOH��4IF�
EFDJEFT�IPX�UP�VTF�UIF�SPPNT�TIF�IBT��'PS�FYBNQMF�
TIF�JT�DVSSFOUMZ�VTJOH�UIF�TQBSF�CFESPPN�BT�B�TNBMM�
BSU�HBMMFSZ��4IF�EFDJEFT�PO�EÏDPS�BOE�GVSOJTIJOHT�o�
XJUI�UIF�TBNF�mOBODJBM�MJNJUBUJPOT�BOE�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�
UIBU�BOZ�PG�VT�PO�B�mYFE�JODPNF�GFFM��4IF�EFDJEFT�
XIFO�BOE�IPX�PGUFO�UP�IBWF�TIPXFS�EP�UIF�MBVOESZ�
PS�KVTU�IBOH�PVU��"MUIPVHI�EBJMZ�MJGF�GBMMT�JOUP�B�
QBUUFSO�UIBU�NBLFT�TFOTF�GPS�IFS�TIF�DBO�DIBOHF�
IFS�NJOE�BCPVU�EPJOH�BOZ�PG�UIPTF�EBZ�UP�EBZ�
UIJOHT�JO�IFS�IPNF�BT�TIF�GFFMT�MJLF�JU�

What has Tiffany gained from  
her home and lifestyle? 
8FMM�GPS�POF�UIJOH�TIF�EPFT�OPU�IBWF�UP�MJWF�XJUI�
IFS�QBSFOUT��"T�NVDI�BT�TIF�MPWFT�VT�JU�JT�DMFBS�UIBU�
TIF�MPWFT�UP�MJWF�BXBZ�GBJSMZ�JOEFQFOEFOU�PG�VT��0G�
DPVSTF�CFDBVTF�TIF�SFRVJSFT�BTTJTUBODF�XJUI�NBOZ�
UIJOHT�TIF�OPX�JO�TPNF�SFTQFDUT�SFMJFT�NPSF�VQPO�
PUIFS�QFPQMF�UIBO�TIF�VTFE�UP�CVU�JOUFSEFQFOEFODF�
XJUI�B�XJEFS�DJSDMF�PG�QFPQMF�HJWFT�IFS�B�NVDI�
HSFBUFS�TFOTF�PG�JOEFQFOEFODF�PWFSBMM��"MTP�KVTU�UP�
CF�BCTPMVUFMZ�DMFBS�o�QFPQMF�XIP�TVQQPSU�5JĊBOZ�
EP�TP�BU�IFS�EJSFDUJPO�SFMZJOH�PO�IFS�GPS�BEWJDF�
HVJEBODF�BOE�EFUBJMFE�GFFECBDL��
"OE�TIF�IBT�HBJOFE�JO�NBOZ�PUIFS�XBZT�BT�XFMM��
4IF�IBT�NPSF�FYDJUFNFOU�JO�IFS�MJGF�NPSF�GVO�
NPSF�GSFFEPN�NPSF�PQQPSUVOJUZ�UP�XFMDPNF�
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PUIFS�QFPQMF�BOE�CF�XFMDPNFE��*O�BEEJUJPO�TIF�
IBT�JOnVFODFT�GSPN�B�XJEFS�SBOHF�PG�QFPQMF�BOE�
UIFSFGPSF�TIF�IBT�USJFE�UIJOHT�IFS�GBUIFS�BOE�*�DPVME�
OPU�IBWF�UIPVHIU�PG��4IF�IBT�SFMBUJPOTIJQT�XJUI�
PUIFS�QFPQMF�UIBU�BSF�TFQBSBUF�GSPN�IFS�QBSFOUT�
*U�JT�BMTP�WFSZ�PCWJPVT�UIBU�PUIFST�IBWF�BMTP�HBJOFE�
CZ�5JĊBOZ�T�QSFTFODF�JO�PVS�DP�PQFSBUJWF�BOE�
DPNNVOJUZ��#FDBVTF�PG�5JĊBOZ�BOE�UIF�LJOE�PG�
IPNF�UIBU�TIF�XBOUT�UP�IBWF�PUIFS�QFPQMF�IBWF�
IBE�MPUT�PG�GVO�HPPE�GPPE�BOE�DPNQBOJPOTIJQ��
ɩFZ�IBWF�TIBSFE�JO�IFS�FYDJUFNFOU�JO�UIF�PSEJOBSZ�
XPOEFSGVM�UIJOHT�JO�MJGF��ɩFZ�IBWF�HBJOFE�JOTJHIU�
BOE�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�IPX�5JĊBOZ�DBO�MJWF�JO�IFS�
PXO�IPNF�XFMM��*�UIJOL�UIBU�NBOZ�QFPQMF�GFFM�CFUUFS�
BCPVU�UIFNTFMWFT�
CZ�CFJOH�B�QBSU�
PG�5JĊBOZ�T�
MJGF��ɩFZ�BSF�
JOWPMWFE�JO�
HJWJOH�BOE�
SFDFJWJOH�BOE�
UIBU�KVTU�GFFMT�
SJHIU��ɩFZ�
HBJO�B�EFFQ�
VOEFSTUBOEJOH�
UIBU�JG�XF�DBO�
mHVSF�UIJOHT�PVU�
GPS�5JĊBOZ�UP�
MJWF�XFMM�XF�DBO�
EP�TP�GPS�BMNPTU�
BOZPOF��ɩJT�
FYQBOET�QFPQMF�T�
JEFBT�PG�DPNNVOJUZ�BOE�XIBU�JT�QPTTJCMF�
*�UIJOL�UIBU�5JĊBOZ�BMTP�DPOUSJCVUFT�NVDI�UP�IFS�
OFJHICPVST�GSJFOET�BOE�GBNJMZ��4IF�BMXBZT�UBLFT�
VQ�PQQPSUVOJUJFT�UP�CF�B�HPPE�DP�PQ�NFNCFS�
BOE�OFJHICPVS��4IF�DIBUT�BOE�LFFQT�VQ�XJUI�IFS�
OFJHICPVST�BUUFOET�SFHVMBS�DP�PQFSBUJWF�NFFUJOHT�
BOE�IFMQT�UP�QMBO�BOE�BUUFOE�TPDJBM�FWFOUT��
4IF�HSFFUT�WJTJUPST�BOE�PUIFST�JO�UIF�MPCCZ�BOE�
TIPXT�UIFN�UIF�GSJFOEMZ�XFMDPNJOH�GBDF�PG�IFS�
DPNNVOJUZ��8JUI�IFS�GBNJMZ�5JĊBOZ�JT�VTVBMMZ�
LJOE�DIFFSGVM�BOE�UIPVHIUGVM��4IF�JT�QBUJFOU�
XIFO�MJGF�JT�JNQFSGFDU�BOE�UIJOHT�OFFE�UP�IBQQFO�
JO�VOVTVBM�PS�VOFYQFDUFE�XBZT��ɩJT�BUUJUVEF�
DPOUSJCVUFT�UP�PVS�BCJMJUZ�UP�mHVSF�PVU�UIF�QSPCMFNT�
o�5JĊBOZ�LFFQT�VT�GPDVTFE��)FS�GSJFOET�LOPX�UIBU�
B�HSFFUJOH�GSPN�5JĊBOZ�JT�B�IFBSUZ�KPZPVT�XFMDPNF�
UIBU�UIFZ�SFDFJWF�GSPN�OP�PUIFS��5P�CF�DIPTFO�CZ�
5JĊBOZ�JO�UIJT�XBZ�GFFMT�MJLF�BO�IPOPVS�BOE�B�
CMFTTJOH�

What does having a home of her own  
mean for the rest of Tiffany’s life? 
5JĊBOZ�TIPXT�VT�UIBU�MJWJOH�JO�IFS�PXO�IPNF�JO�
UIJT�XBZ�JT�WFSZ�TBUJTGZJOH�GPS�IFS��*U�QSPWJEFT�IFS�
XJUI�WBSJFUZ�BOE�BDDFTT�UP�NBOZ�UIJOHT�KVTU�BT�UIFZ�
IBQQFO��&BDI�EBZ�JT�EJĊFSFOU�GSPN�UIF�POF�CFGPSF�
BOE�ZFU�UIFSF�JT�B�TUSPOH�PG�SIZUIN�TP�UIBU�NVDI�JT�
BMTP�GBNJMJBS�BOE�LOPXBCMF�BOE�TPNFUIJOH�UP�MPPL�
GPSXBSE�UP��
)BWJOH�IFS�PXO�IPNF�JO�UIJT�XBZ�NFBOT�UIBU�
5JĊBOZ�DBO�MJWF�JO�TJNJMBS�XBZT�UP�NBOZ�PUIFS�
QFPQMF��-JLF�PUIFS�XPNFO�PG�IFS�PXO�BHF�BDSPTT�
UIF�DJUZ�TIF�DBO�IBWF�B�HPPE�EFBM�PG�DPOUSPM�PWFS�
NBOZ�BTQFDUT�PG�IFS�MJGF��4IF�DBO�TIBSF�IFS�IPNF�IFS�

TQBDF�XJUI�PUIFST�
BOE�IFS�UJNF�BT�
TIF�DIPPTFT��4IF�
DBO�TUPQ�BOE�TUBSU�
UIJOHT�BOE�USZ�PVU�
NBOZ�EJĊFSFOU�
PQQPSUVOJUJFT�BT�
UIFZ�DPNF�BDSPTT�
IFS�QBUI�
*�UIJOL�UIBU�IBWJOH�
IFS�PXO�IPNF�BMTP�
LFFQT�5JĊBOZ�TBGF�
GSPN�MFTT�EFTJSBCMF�
TJUVBUJPOT��*G�PUIFST�
UIJOL�UIBU�TIF�KVTU�
PDDVQJFT�B�CFE�UIFO�
UIBU�DBO�IBQQFO�JO�

NBOZ�QMBDFT��#VU�JG�TIF�DBO�LFFQ�IFS�IPNF�BOE�PUIFST�
TFF�IFS�BT�IBWJOH�B�IPNF�PG�IFS�PXO�UIFO�OP�POF�XJMM�
TBZ�TIF�IBT�UP�HP�TPNFQMBDF�FMTF�
8IFO�PUIFS�QFPQMF�TFF�5JĊBOZ�JO�IFS�PXO�IPNF�
JO�NBOZ�PSEJOBSZ�XBZT�UIFZ�DBO�JNBHJOF�IPX�TIF�
DPVME�UIFO�CF�B�QBSU�PG�UIF�SFTU�PG�IFS�DPNNVOJUZ�
JO�TJNJMBS�XBZT��*U�CFHJOT�BU�IPNF��8IFO�IPNF�JT�
UZQJDBM�BOE�NBLFT�TFOTF�GPS�QFPQMF�UIFZ�DBO�CFMJFWF�
UIBU�JU�XPSLT�JO�TJNJMBS�XBZT�CFZPOE�IFS�IPNF�
'JOBMMZ�*�UIJOL�UIBU�5JĊBOZ�IBWJOH�BOE�GVMMZ�FOKPZJOH�
B�IPNF�PG�IFS�PXO�JT�JOTQJSJOH�GPS�PUIFS�QFPQMF�
FTQFDJBMMZ�GBNJMJFT��8IFO�QFPQMF�TFF�UIBU�B�IPNF�
BOE�UIJT�MJGFTUZMF�BSF�QPTTJCMF�GPS�5JĊBOZ�UIFZ�CFHJO�
UP�CFMJFWF�JU�DBO�CF�QPTTJCMF�GPS�BOZCPEZ��8IFO�
QFPQMF�mSTU�TFF�5JĊBOZ�UIFZ�DBOOPU�JNNFEJBUFMZ�TFF�
IFS�HJGUT�BOE�DPNQFUFODJFT�BOE�ZFU�UIFZ�TFF�UIBU�MJGF�
JT�XPSLJOH�XFMM�GPS�IFS��8IFO�UIFZ�CFHJO�UP�TFF�UIBU�
JU�XPSLT�CFDBVTF�XF�GPDVT�PO�IFS�JOUFSFTUT�QBTTJPOT�
BOE�HJGUT�UIFZ�SFBMJ[F�UIBU�UIJT�DBO�CF�EPOF�GPS�BOE�
XJUI�BOZCPEZ��ɩBU�JT�UIF�QPXFS�PG�B�HPPE�NPEFM�BOE�
5JĊBOZ�QSPWJEFT�UIJT�GPS�NBOZ�QFPQMF�


